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Supplemental Box 
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Continuation of Box No: IQ 

The claims do not relate to one invention only (or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general 

inventive concept). In assessing whether there is more than one invention claimed, I have given consideration 
to those features which can be considered to be "special technical features". These are features that potentially 
distinguish the claimed combination of features from the prior art. Where different claims have different 
special technical features they define different inventions. I have found claims having different special 
teclmical features as follows: 

(1) Claims 1-32. It is considered that — controlling the patient interface pressure to rapidly drop at the start of 
expiration by a specific eixpiratory relief pressure - comprises a first special technical feature, 

(2) Claims 33-41. It is considered that — calculating an expected duration of expiration- comprises a second 
special technical feature. 

(3) Claims 42-46, It is considered that — determining the duration of an expiratory pause from the duration of 
the longest contiguous period ending at the end of expiration such that respiratory flow is not outside a set 
of values representing small flow- comprises a third special technical feature. 

(4) Claims 47-48. It is considered that — longest contiguous period ending at the end of expiration - comprises 
a fourth special technical feature.' 

(5) Claims 49-53. It is considered that — determining the expiratory pause fraction of the breath "k" from the 
fuzzy extent to which the flow signal is indicative of an expiratory pause from said flow - comprises a fifth, 
special technical feature. 

Since these groups of claims do not share any of the special technical features identified, a teclmical relationship 
between the inventions does not exist. Accordingly the claims do not relate to one invention or to a single 
inventive concept, a priori. 
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